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upon tanned hides, which the lords were, for want of time,
obliged to pass.

But, my lords, should the other house discover in this
single instance, any uncommon degree of flexibility and
complaisance, should they patiently endure the rejection of
the bill, admit the validity of the reasons upon which your
lordships have proceeded, and willingly engage in drawing
up a new scheme for raising supplies; even upon this sup-
position, which is more favourable than can reasonably be
formed, the business of the year will be very much per-
plexed, and the new bill hurried into a law without suffi-
cient caution or deliberation.

The session is now, my lords, so far advanced, that many
of the commons have retired into the country, whose ad-
vice and assistance may be necessary in the projection of a
new money bill, so that the new bill must be formed in a
short time, and by a thin house; and, indeed, the multipli-
city of considerations necessary to another bill of this kind,
is such, that I cannot think it prudent to advise or under-
take it.

The committee on ways and means must strike out an-
other scheme for a considerable impost, which, in the pre-
sent state of the nation, is in itself no easy task. This
scheme must be so adjusted as to be consistent with all the
other taxes, which will require long consultations and accu-
rate inquiries. It must then struggle, perhaps, through
an obstinate and artful opposition, before it can pass
through the forms of the other house; and, when it comes
before your lordships, may be again opposed with no less
zeal than the bill before us, and perhaps, likewise, with
equal reason.

All these dangers and difficulties will be avoided by
trying, for a single year, the experiment which is now pro-
posed ; and which, if that should fail, may be better ad-
justed in the time of leisure, which the beginning of the
next session will undoubtedly afford; before which time-1
am afraid no amendment can possibly be made.

It has been proposed, indeed, by the noble lord, that
threes shillings should be laid upon every gallon of distilled